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BENEFIT FROM the industry’s BEST GROUP AMENITIES WITH MSC Cruises, the Fastest Growing Cruise Line
  

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (SEPTEMBER 25, 2008) – Agents and guests alike can enjoy the benefits of the best group amenities program in the industry when they book with MSC Cruises, the world’s fastest growing cruise line with the youngest fleet.

“MSC Cruises is committed to helping our travel agent partners succeed,” says Richard E. Sasso, president and CEO of MSC Cruises, USA. “That is why we offer outstanding onboard amenities for their group clients combined with the most profitable commission policy in the industry. While group commissions for most other companies start at 10 percent, MSC Cruises’ starts at 15 percent.”
On group bookings for Europe 2009, agents will automatically earn 18 percent commission if booked by Oct. 31, 2008 (all ships except MSC Musica).
In addition, agents always earn 10 percent commission on each of the following:

· Air,

· Pre-booked shore excursions,
· Pre-booked spa packages,
· Hotel and land packages, and
· Transfers.
Groups also benefit by receiving (depending on the itinerary):
· Up to $50 per person shipboard credit,
· Liberal tour conductor credits,
· Complimentary motor coach on MSC Poesia’s 10-night 2009-10 Caribbean itineraries, and
· Variety of cocktail parties and stateroom gifts. 
Plus, on all MSC cruises’ sailings, kids ages 17 and under sail free when sharing a stateroom with two full-fare-paying adults.
For all groups blocked between now and Oct. 31, 2008 for the 2009-10 Caribbean season, MSC Cruises will offer an automatic 90-day option date for the good faith deposit (without utilizing earned Music Points). For any groups that have already been submitted, the line will automatically issue a group contract with a 90-day option and will not count Music Points.

To help agents increase their group sales, MSC Cruises offers an array of sales and marketing tools as well as simplified mega-category pricing.

“Once onboard an MSC Cruises ship, groups will enjoy the ‘Beautiful. Passionate. Italian.’ experience that is MSC Cruises while visiting spectacular destinations around the world,” adds Sasso.

For more information about organizing a group sailing onboard an MSC Cruises sailing, visit www.msccruisesagent.com.
MSC Cruises, the fastest growing cruise line with the youngest fleet, has nine ships: MSC Poesia (third flagship of the "Musica" class), MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody, MSC Rhapsody, cruising in the Mediterranean year round and seasonally in Northern Europe, Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean, South America, Indian Ocean and South Africa. In the fall of 2008 and spring of 2009, MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida, respectively, will be launched. These will be the largest ships ever built by a European ship owner. Then in the fall of 2009, MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the" Musica" class, will enter service, followed by sister ships MSC Meraviglia in 2011 and MSC Favolosa in 2012. By the end of 2012, MSC Cruises will have the most modern fleet in the world with a total of 14 vessels. MSC Cruises is the only company to receive the "6 Golden Pearls" certification from the Bureau Veritas in recognition of its high level of quality management and environmental protection.
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