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For Immediate Release

Agents Can Earn Points, Increase Revenue 
With New MSC Rewards Program
Enter for a Chance to Win in the ‘Great Agent Getaway Sweepstakes’
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (November 10, 2009) – MSC Cruises is saying grazie – thank you – to travel agents with yet another way to help them increase their incomes. 
When agents residing in the United States and Canada sign up for the new MSC Rewards program – it’s fast, free, and easy – they earn points for every MSC cruise they book and register on msccruisesagent.com; points can be accumulated and redeemed for cash awards. 
Plus, MSC Rewards members have a chance to win prizes if they register their bookings in the MSC Rewards section of msccruisesagent.com from November 10, 2009 - December 31, 2009. Grand Prize includes MSC Yacht Club accommodations and business class airfare; first prize, a suite on MSC Poesia during her 2009/10 Caribbean season; and second prize, a balcony stateroom on the MSC Poesia for her 2009/10 Caribbean season. 
“MSC Cruises consistently has been the biggest supporter of travel agents in the industry. At MSC Cruises, we don’t just talk about our commitment to the travel agency community – we show it. We institute programs like MSC Rewards that actively support and reward each agent selling our cruises,” says Richard E. Sasso, president and CEO of MSC Cruises (USA), Inc.
In the MSC Rewards program, agents earn points based on length of cruise and number of staterooms sold and sailed; one stateroom for a seven-night cruise, for example, earns 1,000 points. Agents can then redeem the points for cash based on a three-tier redemption system:  10,000 points earns $100, 50,000 points earns $500, and 100,000 points earns $1,000. These points follow the travel agents, so they’re valid even if they switch agencies. 
MSC Rewards benefits are in addition to a progressive commission structure. In addition to the commission on the cruise fare of up to 18 percent, agents earn a full 10 percent on air add-ons and 10 percent on pre-booked shore excursions and spa treatments.

“We want to make it more profitable for travel agents to sell MSC Cruises,” says Sasso. “When they succeed, we succeed.”

Agents can enroll at msccruisesagent.com to receive their MSC Rewards number and obtain rules and further information about the “Great Agent Getaway Sweepstakes.” 
###

About MSC Cruises:
MSC Cruises has the most modern fleet in the world with ten ships: MSC Splendida and MSC Fantasia (the largest ships built for a European ship owner), MSC Poesia, MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Armonia, MSC Opera, MSC Lirica and MSC Melody. The fleet cruises year round in the Mediterranean and seasonally in Northern Europe, the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean, North America and Canada, South America, the Indian Ocean, South and West Africa. MSC Magnifica launches in 2010. MSC Cruises recently forged a three-year, million-dollar partnership with UNICEF to fund a community project in Brazil while increasing awareness of this cause onboard its ships.
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