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MSC CRUISES, PORT EVERGLADES SIGN
TWO-YEAR AGREEMENT

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (NOVEMBER 18, 2008) – MSC Cruises and Port Everglades have entered into a two-year agreement for the use of both a berth and terminal at the port.

The agreement will serve as an interim agreement while a long-term agreement is worked out.

Broward County Mayor Lois Wexler and other senior port officials (including Port Director Phil Allen) met with key MSC Cruises executives to explore the potential of a long-term agreement, which is in development.
MSC Cruises is guaranteeing 135,000 passengers in the first year of the agreement and 160,000 passengers in its second year, said Carlos Buqueras, business development director for the port.

“We have consistently had an excellent relationship with Port Everglades and are looking forward to continuing that relationship well into the future as we anticipate expanding our presence in the North American market,” says Richard E. Sasso, president and CEO of MSC Cruises (USA), Inc.

“This also illustrates our continued commitment to Broward County, which serves as home base to our North American offices,” says Sasso.

“Port Everglades has a long history as the winter home for the cruise industry’s newest ships.  So it is fitting that we continue to develop a strong relationship with MSC, which has the most modern fleet in the industry, and is also one of the Port’s largest cargo customers,” says Port Everglades Director Phillip C. Allen.  

In past year, two of the line’s “Lirica” class vessels had been operating from the port during the winter Caribbean season. This year, MSC Lirica will be joined by MSC Orchestra, one of the line’s newest “Musica” class vessels. During the winter 2009-10 season, the line is expected to have two “Musica” class ships – MSC Poesia and the brand new MSC Magnifica – sailing Caribbean itineraries.

MSC Cruises, the fastest growing cruise line with the youngest fleet, has nine ships: MSC Poesia (third flagship of the "Musica" class), MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody, MSC Rhapsody, cruising in the Mediterranean year round and seasonally in Northern Europe, Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean, South America, Indian Ocean and South Africa. In the fall of 2008 and spring of 2009, MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida, respectively, will be launched. These will be the largest ships ever built by a European ship owner. Then in the fall of 2009, MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the" Musica" class, will enter service, followed by sister ships MSC Meraviglia in 2011 and MSC Favolosa in 2012. By the end of 2012, MSC Cruises will have the most modern fleet in the world with a total of 14 vessels. MSC Cruises is the only company to receive the "6 Golden Pearls" certification from the Bureau Veritas in recognition of its high level of quality management and environmental protection.
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