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MSC POESIA:

A NEW STAR IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

DISCOVER ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS ON BOARD MSC CRUISES’ FLAGSHIP

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (MAY 15, 2008) – MSC Poesia, MSC Cruises’ new flagship, will be cruising  to Greece, Turkey and Croatia, offering 8-day/7-night cruises to discover the treasures in the eastern Mediterranean. Departures will be every Saturday from Venice through Nov. 8.

Refinement and class are but a few of the outstanding elements of this latest addition to the fleet. Designed by Studio De Jorio International with sophisticated color schemes, attention to detail and service, this ship will ensure guests enjoy a truly special cruise.
Coming in at 92,400 tons, the ship has a total of 1,275 staterooms, of which 80% are outside staterooms and 65% have a balcony. There are 16 decks, with 13 accessible to the public. She has a maximum cruising speed of 23 knots. There are more than 236,800 square feet of public space, 2 pools and 4 hot tubs, plus the Aurea Spa™, which covers 16,000 square feet.
MSC Poesia’s weekly cruises depart from Venice arriving every Sunday into Bari and then onto Katakolon to discover the archaeological treasures of Olympia. The ship will then call into Izmir, “the beautiful” Turkish resort situated at the end of a long and slim gulf. This will be followed with a stop in a city that straddles east and west, where centuries have added to the ‘must see’ quarters of magical  Istanbul. Crossing the Bosporus and the Dardanelles, the ship will arrive in Dubrovnik, the “pearl of the Adriatic,” before returning to Venice.

Shore excursions offered include:

Olympia (from Katakolon)

The ancient city at the foot of Mount Kronos, home to the Olympic games of ancient times. Today the archaeological site showcases beautiful temples, the stadium and buildings used by the Greek athletes of the past.

Ephesus and Mary’s House (from Izmir)

Join a guided tour of the ruins of a famous ancient city, stopping at the Odeon theater and the library of Celso. Then visit Mary’s House, where the mother of Jesus is said to have lived her last years.

Deluxe Istanbul

Discover some of the gems of this amazing metropolis – from the Blue Mosque to the ancient Hippodrome, to Saint Sofia and the Topkapi Palace. Also included is a visit to the colorful Grand Bazaar, the main covered market in the city.
Cruise-only rates for balcony staterooms on MSC Poesia sailings begin at $999 per person, double occupancy. Kids 17 or younger sail free when sharing a stateroom with two full-fare-paying adults. Government fees and taxes for all guests are additional, as well as a fuel surcharge for the first and second guests in a stateroom. This offer expires May 31. Prices are subject to availability; certain restrictions apply.

For more information, visit www.msccruisesusa.com or a local travel professional.
MSC Cruises  currently has a fleet of nine ships: MSC Poesia, third flagship of the “Musica” class, MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody, MSC Rhapsod , cruising in the Mediterranean year round and seasonally in Northern Europe, Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean and South America, Indian Ocean and South Africa. In the winter of 2008 the MSC Fantasia will be launched, followed in the spring of 2009 by MSC Splendida. These will be two of the largest ships built by a European ship owner. Then in 2010 MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the “Musica” class, will enter service. By 2010 MSC Cruises will a modern fleet with a total of 12 ships.
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