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A TRIFECTA FOR MSC CRUISES
Ship Earns Third ‘Perfect’ Rating 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (March 17, 2008) – MSC Cruises continues to set the highest standards for cruise ship excellence. For an extraordinary third time, the MSC Lirica has earned a perfect score in a surprise inspection by U.S. Public Health (USPH), a rare achievement, according to industry experts.
Conducting a surprise inspection Wednesday in San Juan, Puerto Rico, USPH officials awarded MSC Lirica a perfect score of 100 following a rigorous examination. This is the third perfect score for the MSC Cruises’ vessel and the second in a row; the ship was awarded a score of 100 during a surprise Christmas Eve inspection in St. Thomas, V.I.
This exceptionally rare scoring performance reflects the outstanding state of sanitation, safe food handling, and the general high level of understanding and compliance in the areas of food, water, air and general hygiene onboard MSC Lirica.
“Our commitment to cleanliness and safety is a priority and we are honored that the USPH has acknowledged our achievements with this top-rated score once again,” says Richard E. Sasso, president and CEO of MSC Cruises (USA). “The USPH and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have very strict enforcement policies so to be recognized in this way is a credit to our own strict policy in passenger and crew safety and health.”
The CDC officers conducted intense inspections of the food provisioning, storage and preparation areas, the ship’s laundry, bars, self-serve buffets, restaurants, warewashing machinery, room service operations, medical and children’s centers, as well as its Integrated Pest Management Program, waste management, housekeeping and public area cleanliness, recreational and potable water protection and supply system, air purity controls, and the ship’s general procedures to prevent or control illnesses such as Norovirus.
Over the years, MSC Cruises’ ships sailing in Caribbean waters have consistently earned “Superior” scores on USPH inspections.

For more information about MSC Cruises, visit www.msccruisesusa.com.

MSC Cruises currently has a fleet of eight ships: MSC Orchestra, MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody, MSC Rhapsody and, from April 2008, nine ships with the addition of the new  MSC Poesia, cruising in the Mediterranean year round and seasonally in  Northern Europe, the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean and South America. The fleet will increase to 12 ships by 2010. In the autumn of 2008 the MSC Fantasia will launch, followed in spring 2009 by MSC Splendida. These will be two of the largest ships built by a European ship owner. Then in 2010 MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the “Musica” class, will enter service.

MSC Cruises is a partner of the city of Venice and a member of the Club - 'Friends of Venice' as well as one of the supporters for the project 'Venice Blue Flag' which sets the standards for carbon emissions. 
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