Sasso, in CLIA role, defends Royal Caribbean's Haiti calls 
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With some media sparking controversy about Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. continuing ship calls in Haiti following last week's devastating earthquake, it was no surprise the topic came up at Cruise Lines International Association's media briefing in New York this morning. 

Rick Sasso, chairman of CLIA's marketing committee, fielded a reporter's question with a passionate response. He said Royal Caribbean is doing the right thing by continuing to send its ships to Labadee. 

'For anybody to criticize or portray this as "ghoulish," as I saw one newspaper report, makes me sick,' Sasso said. 

'What they're doing is humanitarian.' 

Sasso told media at the CLIA briefing that cruise executives across the industry spoke within an hour of last week's 7.0 earthquake to discuss how to assist Haiti. 

Royal Caribbean, which has operated the private destination of Labadee for 30 years, took the decision to continue its scheduled vessel calls after discussion with Haiti officials, and has so far delivered and distributed tons of relief supplies from three ships, with a fourth to visit tomorrow. 

The criticism, though not widespread, has forced Adam Goldstein, president and ceo of Royal Caribbean International, to address the issue on his blog and in interviews. (See earlier story.) 

Sasso, president and ceo of MSC Cruises USA, today said he felt compelled to defend his 'friends at Royal Caribbean' from what he considers barbs regarding the Labadee calls. 

