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MSC CRUISES NAMES WINNER OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
GROUP CRUISE CONTEST
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (DECEMBER 22, 2008) – A “fantasy cruise” essay by a Massachusetts woman has won her and as many as 15 of her family and friends a free Caribbean cruise on MSC Orchestra from MSC Cruises.

Maryse Russell of Northbridge, Mass., was searching the Internet looking for a cruise for her family. She found information about MSC Cruises’ “Kids Sail Free” program (children under the age of 17 sail free when sharing a stateroom with two full-fare-paying adults) on www.cruisecritic.com and went to www.TheOrchestraIsComingToTown.com, the site set up by MSC Cruises to welcome the MSC Orchestra to Fort Lauderdale for its inaugural Caribbean season.

There, she submitted an essay describing what she envisioned a fantasy cruise for her and their family onboard MSC Orchestra would be like. She took the creative approach of creating new lyrics to the tune of Louis Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful World.” Her “What a Wonderful Cruise” lyrics described activities and locations onboard MSC Orchestra, including the line:

I see oceans of blue….white sandy beaches too, The Orchestra’s coming to town… for me and for you. And I think to myself…what a wonderful cruise. 
During the contest, which was coordinated by eContact, Russell’s essay received the highest number of votes from the public in the final stage of the contest and was declared the winner by the panel of judges, who considered the following four criteria:

· Demonstration of knowledge of MSC Orchestra’s features, area names, Caribbean destinations,

· Creativity,

· Enthusiasm, and

· Fit with the theme of “The Orchestra is Coming to Town.”

Russell plans to take her two children and friends who also have children on one of MSC Orchestra’s 7-night roundtrip Caribbean sailings this winter. 
Although Russell has cruised before, this will be her first MSC Cruises experience; she was motivated to enter because she “loved” the “kids sail free” concept.

MSC Orchestra arrives in Fort Lauderdale Jan. 2 and will be sailing alternating Eastern and Western Caribbean itineraries from Jan. 10-April 25:
· Eastern Caribbean, calling at Cayo Levantado, Dominican Republic; Philipsburg, St. Maarten; St. John’s, Antigua; and Nassau, Bahamas, and two days at sea.

· Western Caribbean, calling at Key West, Florida; Cozumel, Mexico; Georgetown, Grand Cayman; Cayo Levantado, Dominican Republic, and two days at sea.
For more information about MSC Orchestra, visit www.TheOrchestraIsComingToTown.com or a local travel professional.
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