[image: image1.jpg]




MSC CRUISES ENDS FUEL SURCHARGE

ON ALL NEW 2009 BOOKINGS
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (DECEMBER 16, 2008) – MSC Cruises has eliminated the fuel surcharge for all new bookings for 2009 voyages beginning today.

Last month, MSC took the lead and eliminated the fuel charge on all cruises departing on or after April 1, 2009. At that time, MSC Cruises’ management indicated that they were also considering eliminating the charge on all 2009 cruises should fuel prices remain stable or continue to drop into the new year.

“In light of the current downward trend in oil prices, I am proud to announce that MSC Cruises is eliminating the fuel surcharge for all 2009 sailings and beyond,” says Richard E. Sasso, president and CEO of MSC Cruises (USA), Inc. “When we implemented the fuel surcharge on our cruise fares a year ago, we did that with the belief that, when fuel charges stabilized at a level that allowed us to eliminate the supplement, we would. That was not just words or a hollow promise; that was a commitment that we are living up to.”

All guests already booked on a 2009 voyage with a fuel supplement will receive a shipboard credit identical to that amount.  
Although MSC Cruises can not rule out the possibility that a future substantial increase in fuel costs might require re-implementing the fuel surcharge at a later date, the company reiterated its commitment that all reservations booked with a deposit prior to such a decision would be protected from any additional charge.

“That price protection policy makes this the ideal time for anyone planning a Caribbean or European vacation to book a cruise with MSC Cruises,” Sasso said. “They can take advantage of our best current promotions and know that the price they’re quoted is the price they will pay, no matter what happens with the cost of fuel in the months ahead.”

For more information about MSC Cruises, visit www.msccruisesusa.com or a local travel professional.

MSC Cruises, the fastest growing cruise line with the youngest fleet, has nine ships: MSC Poesia (third flagship of the "Musica" class), MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody, MSC Rhapsody, cruising in the Mediterranean year round and seasonally in Northern Europe, Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean, South America, Indian Ocean and South Africa. In the fall of 2008 and spring of 2009, MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida, respectively, will be launched. These will be the largest ships ever built by a European ship owner. Then in the fall of 2009, MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the" Musica" class, will enter service, followed by sister ships MSC Meraviglia in 2011 and MSC Favolosa in 2012. By the end of 2012, MSC Cruises will have the most modern fleet in the world with a total of 14 vessels. MSC Cruises is the only company to receive the "6 Golden Pearls" certification from the Bureau Veritas in recognition of its high level of quality management and environmental protection. MSC Cruises’ clear commitment to the environment has also been recognized by the prestigious Kuoni Travel Green Planet Award.
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