[image: image1.jpg]




MSC CRUISES’ COMMITMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

EXTENDS FLEETWIDE
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (DECEMBER 2, 2008) – Continuing the strong commitment by MSC Cruises to safeguard the environment, MSC Sinfonia recently entered into dry dock for the installation of new “clean cruising” equipment and systems. 
“The work on MSC Sinfonia represents MSC Cruises’ continued commitment to maintain the highest environmental standards not only for the new ships under construction but also for all our ships in the fleet,” says Richard E. Sasso, president and CEO of MSC Cruises (USA), Inc.
The first phase of the work on MSC Sinfonia includes sandblasting the keel and recoating the ship’s underwater hull area with silicon paint, an outstanding non-toxic material that respects the marine environment. Following the thorough sandblasting, the keel received an epoxy anticorrosive application before application of Intersleek 970, an environmentally friendly, inert marine coating material that contains no active ingredient. The new hull coating fully complies with current international IMO Antifouling Systems standards. 
At 58,625 gross rated tons, MSC Sinfonia has 777 staterooms with a capacity of 1,544 guests (double occupancy). It is equipped with engines that use low sulphur fuel and utilizes state-of-the-art waste disposal equipment to reduce trash generated onboard to ash for clean disposal or to process recyclable materials for transfer to recycling centers on shore.
During the current drydock service, MSC Sinfonia will also receive routine maintenance and upgrades in public areas, including Shelingh’s House, English Pub, Ambassador Cigar Room, Area Reception, Manhattan Bar, Cafè Le Baroque, San Remo Casino, Buddha Bar, Il Covo Restaurant, Discoteca Pashà Club, and Buffet.
MSC Cruises, the fastest growing cruise line with the youngest fleet, has nine ships: MSC Poesia (third flagship of the "Musica" class), MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody, MSC Rhapsody, cruising in the Mediterranean year round and seasonally in Northern Europe, Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean, South America, Indian Ocean and South Africa. In the fall of 2008 and spring of 2009, MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida, respectively, will be launched. These will be the largest ships ever built by a European ship owner. Then in the fall of 2009, MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the" Musica" class, will enter service, followed by sister ships MSC Meraviglia in 2011 and MSC Favolosa in 2012. By the end of 2012, MSC Cruises will have the most modern fleet in the world with a total of 14 vessels. MSC Cruises is the only company to receive the "6 Golden Pearls" certification from the Bureau Veritas in recognition of its high level of quality management and environmental protection.
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