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MSC CRUISES’ POST-PANAMAX SHIPS TO FEATURE DESIGNATED VIP AREAS

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (Dec. 13, 2006) – When MSC Cruises’ first post-Panamax ship debuts in 2008, guests will find a new dedicated VIP area.  

“We are very excited to be able to offer our guests yet another option for their cruise experience,” says Richard E. Sasso, president and CEO of MSC Cruises (USA). “This is the epitome of pampering and service.”

“MSC Cruises has always taken pride in the way we pamper our guests. The designated VIP area takes that service to an even higher level, reminiscent of the executive accommodations travelers find at some of the world’s best hotels,” he adds.

The 133,500-ton MSC Fantasia, being built at Aker Yards in St. Nazaire, France, is scheduled to debut in 2008. It will be followed by sister-ship MSC Serenata in 2009. Each ship will have 1,650 staterooms (of which 1,260 are balconied). They are the two largest cruise liners ever commissioned by a European ship owner.

The VIP area (currently named “Happy Island”) will be located on the fore part of decks 15, 16 and 17 and will be serviced by two elevators accessible only to guests staying in the VIP area. The area will include a total of 68 suites (five different types) – 34 on Deck 15 and 34 on Deck 16, ranging from 250 to 437 square feet. Two of the suites, as well as all the passenger areas and services, will be in compliance with ADA recommendations.

Each VIP cabin will have full butler service, including laundry; housekeeping; room service (with a dedicated galley) for breakfast, lunch and dinner, if desired; priority reservations to the spa and restaurants; and more.

The “Happy Island” area will feature other amenities as well:

· An observation lounge and bar on Deck 15;

· A Concierge Lounge on Deck 15;

· Special stairs covered by a glass dome that will allow passage from Deck 15 to Deck 16;

· A dedicated VIP elevator from Deck 14 to Deck 17, allowing direct, private access to the spa area on Deck 14 and the VIP Sun Deck on Deck 17.

· Two VIP massage rooms in the spa on Deck 14, located opposite the elevator; and

· The VIP Sun Deck on Deck 17 includes a dedicated swimming pool, two Jacuzzis, showers and bar.

For more information about MSC Cruises, visit www.msccruises.com.

MSC Cruises fleet consists of: MSC Musica, the newest addition to the fleet, plus MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody, MSC Rhapsody and MSC Orchestra (debut 2007) and offers itineraries in the Mediterranean all year round, in Northern Europe, Transatlantic, the Caribbean, South America and South Africa.  The MSC Cruises fleet will increase to 11 ships by 2009 when MSC Poesia, the third ship in the MSC Musica class, joins the fleet in spring 2008, followed in the autumn of 2008 and spring 2009 by MSC Fantasia and MSC Serenata. These last two are the largest ships to be commissioned and built by a European ship owner. MSC Cruises co-sponsors Alinghi in the 32nd America’s Cup, culminating in the final races in Valencia in June 2007.
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